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is realised by no one better than the Fiihrer and the Reich
Government \
As Papen had raised his voice again. Dr. Goebbels was
not to be outdone. On the 25th June a caricature was
published in Goebbels' Angriff under the caption * It shall '
not be repeated3. A German soldier of 1918 is shown
being stabbed in the back by a c red * traitor ; beside him
a storm-trooper of 1934 is kicking in the face an old gentle-
man in a top-hat who is creeping up behind him and bears
an unmistakable likeness to Herr von Papen.
And the very next day in a speech at Essen in the Ruhr
Goebbels declared : e The enemies of National Socialism
sit not among the workers, but among the fine-gentlemen,
among those who see in our movement only a passing
phenomenon. When the revolution broke out they carne
over to our side with flying colours, but when they saw that
we did not receive them with open arms they retreated into
their lairs. No one must believe that our enemies have
crept into their rat-holes for ever. They sit inside them;
but they are waiting for their hour to come. No one must
believe that we are not aware of these enemies. If we leave
them alone, it is only to get them out of their holes/
To help Papen means Death . . .
And now the tragedy of 1916 to 1918 repeated itself.
The tragedy that Papen's friends simply by their connection
with him were doomed to die.
On. the same day, 2 6th June 1934, that Goebbels said
one must * drag the enemy from their holes \ death began
to reap a rich harvest in Papen's circle. A pretext was
easily forthcoming. Dr. Goebbels had forbidden not only
the publication of Papen's speeches in the newspapers, but
also the circulation of them in brochure form. Nobody
must be in a position to read the full text of a speech of
Papen's containing such acrid and justified criticism of
National Socialism.
The secret State police (Gestapo) now came on to the
scene.